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TO THE 


| KING 5 


4 Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


« = O accept of this | I 
\ Treatiſe, part of 'F 
; which was preach- 1 


ed in Your Royal Chappel 
before the late Queen, Your 
| {Majeſty's Dcareſt Conſort of 
Blelled Memory. That I 
- (did not then Preſent it to the 
{JHands of that Excellent Prin- 
tþels, was the ImperfeRion of 
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The Dedication. 
the Work, (I having delign- 


ed {ome fucker enlargement 
upon that Subject) otherwiſe F 
I ſhoul moſtd cheartully have 
complied with ſome appro- 
ving Intimation then given, 
in order to a Command for 
the Publiſhing of ir. The 
whole being now finiſhed, 1s 
moſt humbly ſubmitted to 


| // 

Your Majeſty's Cenlure, by 1] 
: HM! 

Your MAJESTY's FJ 4; 

Moſt Humble and Obedienty | to 

Subje& and Servant, 7 | Nt 

[hho 

William Aſthetool | 4ej 
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PREFACE. 


: AVING mate my ſc; ad 
a Debtor to the Publick, | | 
for A Plain Mcthod ot | 


Devotion for Sick and Dying | 
Perſons: And one chief part of it 
that Devotion being the Exerciſe | 
of a true Fapyorance , ( for the A , 
S.- miſter WW ho viſits i he Sh Þ- erforr, I. | ; 
direTed þ y the Church of England | | 
toexamine, Whether he repent 8 
him truly of his Sins? _) leſt Mer ' 
'* [ſhould from hence be tnevuraged to fil 
W. [defer thei r Repentance to a Sich j 'Pi 
[ ana D; ns Beck ( «x if they night 
*. :[lafely enjoy their Sins in- their 
KB _ Health, becauſe i hey are admoniſh- 
5 4-3 el 
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The Preface. 


ed to Repent when they come to 
Dye ) I have therefore very faith- | - 
fully examined that matter : And | 
have endeavoured in the followings? 
Treatiſe to convince them, That” 
though Repentance, as all othe ( 
Graces, muſt be exerciſed and in 
proved upon the approach of Death ] 
( for our Lamps muſt be trimme 
when the Bridegroom comes ) yelſ 5, 
A Death-bedRepentance 1s net | 
ther comfortable nor ſate. 
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I'S the faint Diftate even 

of Natural Reaſon, tut 

the more clear and full 

Diſcovery of Revei2tion, 

That when we die, when our Souls 
ſhall] be ſeparated from our Bodizs, 
when we l:aave this World, we thall 
not then periſh like the Brutcs, and 
ceaſe to be; but ſhall (-bſif} and conti- 
nue in another State and Capacity, ct- 
ther of Happincis or Miſery, to all E- 
ternity, And we are further infiru- 
cied from Divine Revelation in t: © 
Holy Scriptures, That this preſent Lite, 
this ſhort and uncertain time of cou- 
As tinu- 


2 Of a Death-bed 
tinuance in this World, is the only 
ſpace of Probation and Trial, to fit and 


prepare us for our future Eternal State. 
As the Tree falls, ſo it lies. There is 


no Work nor Repentance in the Grave. 


But as Death ſhall ſeize us, in the ſame 
Capacity we ſhall appear before the 
Throne of God, and ſhall then be dif- 
poſed of in an irreverſible unalterable 
State, either of Happineſs or Miſery. 

Thoſe who make their own Will 
their Law, and who are guided and 
acted by their own vicious ſenſual In- 
clinations, they ſhall be eternally miſe- 
rable. Or according to our blunt way 
of expreſſing it in. our Exg/;þ Lan= 
guage, They ſhall be Damned, that is, 
they ſhall be condemned to that ſtate of 
Miſery, which the Fuſtice of God hath 
prepared to be the fad Lot and Porti- 
on of all jmpenitent Sinners. 

But on the other hand ; Thoſe who 


obedient to the Laws of the Goſpel; : 


ſuch. Perſons, through the Mercy of 


God, and the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhall be ſaved and preſerved from the .: 
Wrath » \ 


- 
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follow the Divine Conduft, and are / 


«Ai 


in that happy State and Capacity, 


where they ſhall not only be freed: 


from Miſery, but ſhall further be ſe- 
cured in the unalterable enjoyment 
: of an unexpreſſible Happineſs and Sa-. 
tisfaction, 

From theſe Conſiderations you are 
fully convinced, that it is both your 
Intereſt and Duty to takecare of your 
Souls, and provide for Eternity. But 
the ſad miſtake is this, (and it is the 


ruin of thouſands ) you fancy it is. 


time enough hereafter to entertain 
ſuch Thoughts. © You have ſomuch: 
* Diverſion and-Employment in the 
* World, that you have little or no- 
** time for the Duties of Religion. But 
; * when you have ſettled your Aﬀeairs, 
' © and diſpatched ehis or that : When 
- * you have improved or cleared your 
. © Bftates : When you have taken in 
* this Mortgage, finiſhed that Par-. 
* chaſe, cc. Whenthe hurry of theſe 
* things is over, and that you can call. 
* your Thoughts your own, thex you 


7 © promiſe pour ſelves-to be very Reli- 


&* g10Uuss, 
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Wrath to come, And ſhall be placed. 
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** gl0us; that is, when you have done 
** with this World, you will provide 
* forthenext,. When your Bodics be- 
** gin to be crazy, and your ſtrength |} 
to decay ; When you are laid upon /-, 
* aSick bed, and have loſt the reliſh 

* of ſenſual Pleafures, then you fancy 

** you ſhall have. both leiſure and. in 

** Clination to repent of your Sins, | 
* and to beg Pardon for them. And 
* whenever you do repent, ( tho” it 
'& 'be but upon your Death-bed)Gad, 
« who is-very merciful, hath promi. 
« ſed to accept you. 

I appeal now to your own Conſci- 
ences if this is not the very Language 
of your hearts : But know, that your 
hearts are deceitful, and take heed 
leſt they be further hardned through 
the deceitfulneſs of Sin. 

That I may therefore awaken your }. 
Conſideration, and convince you of } 
your danger in truſting tro a broken ' 
Reed : That I may make you ſenſible 
how unſafe it is to depend upon a - 
Death-bed Repentance, I ſhall very di- 
ſtindtly examinethat matter. By ſhew- | 
Ing, 1. What F 


cc 
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1, That is weant bytrue Repentance? 

2, | ſhall a:quire, How far, and in 
what manner a Sick ard Dying Sinner 
can bs able to. Repent ? 

3- 1 ſhall defire ſuch Perſons ſadly 


to conſider, H bat, ſmall hope there ts, 


that ſuch kind of Repentance Pu find 
arceptance with Gad, | 

4. I ſhall examine thoſe Two . noted 
Scripture-inſtances commonly menti- 
oned in favour of a Death-bed Repen- 
tance, viz, The Labourers in the Vine- 
yard, who came in at the eleventh hour. 
And, 7hbe Thief upon the Croſs. 

Bat as Preparatory to my enlarge- 
ment on theſe Particulars, whereby it 
will be more diſtin and infirudive; 
I muſt firſt premiſe, what is meant by 
a Death-bed Repentance. 

Now a Death-bed Repentance de- 
notes Two things. 

rt. A finiſhing that great Work of 
Repentance which we begun in our 
Healths, and took ſome care to carry 
on amidſt the Buſincis and Diverſions 
of this World ; But do now inore fo- 
lemnly compleat at our Deaths, by re- 
VieW= 
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6 Of a Death-bed 
viewing the State of our ſouls, and 
perfecting our Accounts with God. 

This kind of Death-bed Repentance 
is ſo far from being a miſtake, that it 
1s a neceſſary Duty, and is the com- 
mendable praftice of good and pious 
Men. Bur, 

2. There.is a Vulgar Notion of a 
Death-bed Repentance, viz. 

* When a Man then begins to Re- 


** a Man hath ſpent all his Life in the 
* gratifying of his Luſts, and hath fol- 
lowed his own vicious Inclinations. 
* When he hath denied himſelf no 
* carnal Satisfattions, but hath taken 
** his fill of ſenſual Pleaſures : And yet 
* ſach a Man, when his Body is difa- 
** bled, and Death approacheth, ſo 
** that he hath neither time nor incli- 
** nation to Sin any longer, will pretend 
** to be ſorry for his Sin, and Repent. 


This we call a Death-bed Repentance.. 


Now how unſafe and uncomfortable 
fuch a Death-bed Repentance is, 1 ſhall 
endeavour to convince you, by exami- 


ning the forementioned Particulars. 
I; what 


. -- 


pent when he comes to die: When 
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Repentance. 7 
I. What is meant by true Repentance. 
The vulgar and common Notion of 

Repentance, is evidently this: | 
When a Man bath committed a fault, 

and hath done ſomething amiſi, and is 
then ſorry for it ; is grieved and troubled 
that be hath done it, and doth beartily 
wiſh it had not been done. Sucha Man, 
we uſally fay, doth Repent of ſach 
an Aftion. 

But this is not the full adequate No- 
tion of a Goſpel-Repentance z of ſuch 
a Repentance as ſhall find acceptance 
with God. 

This is but the Repentance of Male- 
fators at the Gallows ; nay, it is no 
other than the Repentance of Carz and 
Tudas. 

It is obſerved, That the moſt pro- 
fligate condemned Wretch when he 
comes to die, will be very forry for 
what he hath done. He will be much 
aſhamed, and will have great Indigna- 
tion againſt himſelf, to think he ſhould 
be ſuch a foolto part with his precious 
Life, and all the Comforts and Satifa- 
ions of this World, in ſucha vile ig- 
nominious manner, to be tied up like 


a Dog, 
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a Dog, p:rhapsfor the taking of a few 
Sheep. ' How will ſuch a fellow fawn 
upon, and flatter the Judge, That if 
be will but ſpare him, O what an honeſt 
Man he will then be! And vet do but 
procure his Pardon, and let him looſe, 
and he is quickly at the old Tiade. 
Nay, *tis great odds bu: you have him 
again by the next Aſſizes. 

Now will any one pretend that in 
iuch a Caſe as this, there is true Re- 
pentance 2 

Which yet is more evident from 
thoſe Scripture-Inſtances of Cain and 
Fudas. 

It ſeems very probable, from the cir- 
cumſtances of his Story, that Carzz did 
repent of the Murther of his Brother. 
My puniſhment, faith he, 7s greater than 
T can bear, Gen. 4. 13. But becauſe 
in the Judgment of ſome Learned Men, 
this is rather an inſtance of Deſpair than 
Repenting Sorrow; I ſhall not much 
inſiſt upon this of Cain. Butas to the 
other inſtance of Fudas, *tis expreſs and 
undeniable. 


You 


Repentance. 9 
You read his Story, Matth. 29.3,4» 
Then Judas which had betrayed bim, 
when be ſaw that be was condemned, re- 
pentend himſelf, and brought again the 
thirty pieces of filver to the chief Prieſts 
and Elders, ſaying, I bave ſinned in that 
I have betrayed the innocent Blood, And 
theyjaid, 11 bat 13 that to us ? ſee thou to 
that, And be coſt duwn the pieces of ſi!= 
ver in the Temple, and departed, and 
went and banged bimſelf. 

Here are as ſignal Inſtances that F- 
das did ſincerely repent of what he 
had done, as can poſhbly be given. For 
beſides the expreſs Teſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which in plain terms tells 
us he did Repent, and that be tiimfſe!? 
declared, He had. ſinned in betraying the 
xnocent Blood : He further gives this 
eridence, that he was in earneſt, he 
not only reſtores the thirty pieces, but 
n horror and conſternation of Mind, 
be went and hanged bimſelf. 

Here is, I ſay, in this inſtance as 
much Grief, and Trouble, and Vexati- 
on for the C:mmithon ot a Sin, and as 
noted evicence that he was heartily 
forry 
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ſorry for it, as can poſſibly be ſuppoſed. 
And yet *tis as plain, that this Repen- 
tance of Fudas was not an Evangelical 
Repentance, ſuch a Repentance as was 
accepted by Almighty God, Our 
Bleſſed Saviour, who is Truth it ſelf, 
having paſſed this Decree upon him: 
Wo unto that man by whom the Sou of man 
is betrayed: it had been good for that man, 
if be bad not been born, Matth. 26. 24. 

It appears from theſe premiſes, that 
there is more required to a ſaving Go- 
ſpel-Repentance than tronble of Mind. 
When a Man hath committed a fault, be 
may be ſorry for it, he may grieve and 
mourn that he hath doneit » he mov hear- 
711 wiſh it Dad' not been done ; he may 
make Reſtitution of bis ill gotten Goods. 
All this may be done ; thus far he may 
proceed, and yet his Repentance is hut 
imperfeCt, and ſhall never find accep- 
tance with a pure and holy God. 

But here you will ſay ; 

If Men may proceed thus far, and 
yet their Repentance is not true and 
ſaving ; How ſhall we know that we 
have true Repentancez and wherein. 


doth the nature of it conſiſt 2 To; 
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To this I anſwer, 

God only can inſtru us what is true 
Repentance. That is, it is very agree- 
able to the Majeſty and Sovereignty of 
God to preſcribe the Terms and Con- 
ditions of Salvation, and to appoint 
his Creatures what they muſt do; how 
they muſt behave themſelves to be ac- 
cepted by him. 

Now there is no other way to be 
informed in this matter, but to con- 
ſult the Holy Scriptures. In thoſe 
Sacred Writings, the Divine Wiſdom 
hath ſufficiently revealed his Will, and 
hath plainly told us, Fbat 1t 1s that 
he required of us ; and what we are to 
do, that we may inherit Eter#2l Zife; 

We are expreſly admoniſhed, That 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Heb. 12.14.That the unrigbteous ſhall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. Be not de- 
ceived : neither fornicators,nor 1dolaters, 
nor adulterers,nor effeminate, nor abuſers 
of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards,nor revilers, 
nor extor tioners ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, to. [f ye live w_ 
the 
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the fleſh. ye ſhall die : but if ye through the 
ſpirit do mortify the deeds of the Body ye 
ſhall Ive, Rom. 8. 13, Be net deceived ; 
God is not mocked: for whatſoever a man 
ſor eth, that jl:all he alſo reap. For he thar 
foweth to his fleſh, ſball of the fleſh reap 
corruption: but he that ſoweth to the ſpi- 


rit.ſall of the ſgirit reap life everloſtins, 


Gal. 6.9,%. For the Son of man ſhall cozze 
in the glory of his Father with his angels ; 
and then he ſhall reward every man ac- 
cording to bis war ks, Matth,16 27. And 
th? Son of God being made perfet, he 
became the Autbour of eternal ſalvation 
anto all them that obey bim, Heb. 5. g. 
And St, P.ul doth plainly admonith us, 
Inatthe Lord 7/4; jnail be revealed from 
beaven, with bis mighty angels in fla- 
ming fire, taking veugeance 0n them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 2Theſ.1.9,8. 

From theſe places of Scripture ( to 
omit many others ) it evidently ap- 
pears, That a&ual Holineſs, and aFual 
Obedience to the Laws of the Goſpel is the 
indiſpenſible Condition of Salvation. And 
conſequently to be only Sorry for our 
Sins z 
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Sins; to be troubled that we have 
done amiſs ; unleſs this Sorrow do 
bring forth fruits meet tor Repentancez 
that is, unleſs 1t be attended with a+ 
(tual Reformation and Amendment, 
it is not a true and Evangelical Repen- 
tance, ſuch a Repentance as God bath 
promiſed to accept. 

2. I am to examine, How far, and 
in what manner a Sick and Dying Sinner 
can be able to Repent ? 

And this I ſhall beſt perform by a 
plain repreſentation of matter of Fact; 
Whilſt 1 faithfully remind you, how, 
or in What manner you may happen 
to die. 

1. You may die ſudden!y. 

This hath been many a Man's caſe, 
and you have no aflurance t9 the con- 
trary, but it may be yours. If fome 
hidden Diſtemper do not thus extin. 
guiſh the Lamp of Life, your own Sin 
and Folly may then puff it out. You 
may happen in' ſome private Quarrel, 
unexpectedly-to die at the point of a 
Sword, and, fa may fall a Sacrifice to 
your Luſt, to your Malice, or Re- 
venge 
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venge. But whatever may occaſion 
your Death ; if it be ſudden, it js then 
impoſhble for you to Repent upon 
your Death-beds. And if you have 
not take! care in your life-time to 
perform that great Work, then ac- 
cording to th: Laws of the Goſpel, 
you are utterly [oſt and undone for 
ever. For except ye repent ; ye ſhall all 
Itkewiſe periſh, 

2. Tos may die raving Mad, or ſtu- 
pidhy Senſleſs. 

There is a ſufficient Maſs of vicious 
corrupted Humonrs, or (as Phyſicians 
phraſe it ) of Morbifick Matter in any 
of your Bodies, as may occafion theſe 
ſad Symptoms and diſmal Effects. 
And if this be your caſe, where then 
is your Death-bed Repentance ? 

It is neceſſary to Repentance ( even 
in the vulgar Notion of it ) that you 
ſhould not only remember your Sins, 
but ſhould alſo be ſorry for them. But 
now ſuppoſing your Diftemper is ei- 
ther a Frenzy or a Lethargy, or in any 
other inſtance of ſach a nature, as ſhall 
wholly deprive you of your _ 

a 


*— A" 


Repentance. IS 


and Underſtanding, your Repentance 
is then impoſſible. Bur, 

3. Suppoſing it is neither zhxs nor 
thus with you ; but that God in his 
Mercy gives you a ſlow and eaſie paf- 
ſage out of this World. Suppoſe your 
Diſtemper is ſo gentle, that it neither 
diſtracts you with Pzin, nor diſorders 
your Faculties; but that, as we phraſe 
it, Tou have your Senſes to the laſt, In 
ſuch a caſe as this (which is the moſt 
favourable that can be ſuppoſed ) I 


. will now examine, how far any Man 


who hath ſpent the time of his Health 
in Sin and Vanity, can be able to Re. 
pent. 
1. Wicked men when they come to die, 


may remember their Sins, which they ſel. 


dom think on in the time of their Healths. 

The generality of men are fo whol- 
ly taken up with the Deligns of this 
World, that they have neither leiſure 
nor inclination to think of the Next. 
In what a hurry ſuch men do ſpend the 
Day, is very obvious to obſerve ; and 


at Night, being loaden with Wine and 


Buſineſs, they ſleep over their Cares 
2nd their Sins together. But 
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But when ſome lingring Diſeaſe ſhall 
confine theta to their Chambers,or nail 
them to their Beds; when their Sleep 
is departed from them, and that they 
lie rowling and tumbling, and wiſhing 
for the Day : Then they are at lei(ure 
to conſider their Ways,and to remem- 
ber what they have done, and to recol- 
lect the former Paſſages of their Lives, 

2. Wicked men when they come to die, 
may not only remember, but alſo may be 
very ſorry, and much. troubled for their 

Sins ; 'and may likewiſe make a penitent 
Confeſſion of them.'. :.\, » | 

This evidently appears from the for- 

mer Inſtance of Fudas, who was not a 
little troubled for betraying his Ma- 
| ſter ; and as freely makes confeſſion of 
his Fault: 1 have fanned, 11 that I have 
betrayed the innocent Blood. '* \, 

And this is undeniable even: from 
daily obſervation : Thofe who viſit 
Sick-beds, and hear the dying Groans 
of departing Sinners, are. beſt able to 
tell you how they will-lament their 
former Lives, and whiat.wretghed Sin- 
ners they have: been..': And at fuch a 

| ET 8; tine 
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time they will be very free and in- 
genuous in their Confeſſion, with &@ 
thus, and thus have I done; and with- 
all they may mightily judge and con- 
demn themſelves for it. 

If ever you have been laid upon a 
q Sick-Bed, with the Terrors and ' Ap- 
Z1 prehenſions of another World beforc 

| you, then'I appeal to your own expe- 
rience for the truth of what I have 
now ſaid, 

3 IWWicked men,upon their Death-Beds, 
may not only make 8 ſorrowful Confeſſion 
of their Sins, but alſo they may earnejtly 
beg Pardon for them 

There is a Principle of Self-preſer- 
vation in the moſt vicious carnal man, 
which prompts him to be folicitous 
for deliverance from an imminent Dan- 
ger. A noted Inſtance of this you 
have in Seamen; ſuch men (eſpecially 
the common Sailers ) are not uſually 
over-zealous in Religion, and yet in a 
dangerous Storm, or in a leaky ſinking 
Ship, thoſe who ſeldom named God, 
unleſs in Oaths and Execrations, will 
now fall to their Prayers. | 

| B And 
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But when ſome lingring Diſeaſe ſhall 
confine thetn to their Chambers,or nail 
them to their Beds; when their Sleep 
is departed from them, and that they 
lie rowling and tumbling, and wiſhing 
for the Day : Then they are at leiture 
to conſider their Ways,and to remem- 
ber what they have done, and to recol- 
let the former Paſſages of their Lives, 

2. Wicked men when they come to die, 
may not only remember, but alſo may be 
very ſorry, and much. troubled for their 
Sins ; and may likewiſe make a penitent 
Confeſſion of them. | 

This evidently appears from the for- 
mer Inſtance of Fudas, who was not a 
little troubled for betraying his Ma- 
ſter ; and as freely makes confetſion of 
his Fault: I have /anned, in that I have 
betrayed the innocent Blood. . * 

And this is undeniable even. from 
daily obſervation : Thoſe who vilit 
Sick-beds, and hear the dying Groars 
of departing Sinners, are beſt able to 
tell you how they will lament their 
former Lives, and whiat. wrerghed Sin- 
ners they have; been, ' And at fuch a 

| TY time 
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time they will be very free and in- 
genuous in their Confeſſion, with @ 
th 4s, and thus have I done and with- 
all they may mightily Judge and con- 
demn themſelves for it. 

If ever you have been laid upon a 
Sick-Bed, with the Terrors and Ap- 
prehenſions of another World before 
you, then I appeal to your own expe- 


| rience for the truth of what I have 
| row ſaid, 


3 Twicked men,upon their Death= Beds, 
may not only make a ſorrowful Confeſſion 
of their Sins, but alſo they may earnejt ly 
big Pardon for them 

There is a Principle of Self-prefer- 
vation in the moſt vicious carnal man, 
which prompts him to be ſalicitous 
for deliverance from an imminent Dan- 
ger. A noted Inſtance of this you 
have in Seamen ; ſuch men (eſpecially 
the common Saiters ) are no! uſually 
over-zealous in Religion, and yet in a 
dangerous Storm, or in a leaky ſinkinsz 
Ship, thoſe who ſeldom named Got, 
unleſs in Oaths and Execrations, will 
now fall to their Prayers. 

| B And 
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And thus the moſt graceleſs, ſenſual, 
worldly Perſon, when he comes to die, © 
and hath the proſpett of another © 
World immediately before him ; when © 
he ſees the Infernal Pit open toreceive]ſ © 
him, O with what earneſtneſs will he © 
deprecate the Divine Vengeance ! How# * 
paſſionately will he pray unto God to*, * 
ſpare him, to be gracious to him, to «| © 
pardon and forgive him ! yy 

Nay, even thoſe who have been fo I} © 
careleſs and unconcerned, that they I *© 
could never in their whole life-time be Þ} © 
perſuaded to remember our Bleſled Sa. F * 
viour's Paflion in the way of his own | © 
Inſtitution in the Holy Sacrament; yet II © 
theſe very Perſons on their Death-bed I} © 
will pretend to remember it. They I} © 
will then plead his Merits and Satif- J * 
fattion, and will beg God's Pardon j 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 

This likewiſe, as to matter of Fact, 
1s undeniably evident. 

4. Wicked Men, whenthey come to die, 
may further make very ſerious Reſolutions 
of amendment of Life. And in ſuch caſes 
this is the uoted Language of a o_— 

cc 
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O what a wicked Wretch have I 
been ? I have donethas and thus But 
if God will now pleaſe to ſpare my 
Life, and reſtore me to my Health, 
* Vil become a new Man. I'll 3o more 
** be guilty of ſuch Intemperance. Ii! 
* be wanton and laſcivious no more. 
 * [I']] take heed of lying and ſlandering. 
* And II] refrain from this curſing and 
* ſwearing. I'll be more careful to ſan- 
* Aify the Sabbath. 1'l] not only fre- 
* quent the Church, but for the fu- 
* ture Pll no more be guilty of vatn 
* Sports and Paſtimes on the Lord's. 


** day. And on the Week-day, tho'I 


* muſt follow my worldly Buſineſs, yet 


* I'll do it in dependance upon God's 
* Providence, I will never more neg- 
** le(t to pray unto God ; but do now 
1 © reſolve Morning and Evening to 
/ * bend my Knees to my Creator and 
* Redeemer. 

Lafiy, As an evidence that heis (in- 
cere, He may make Reſtitution and S4- 

 tisfaction in ſeveral inſtances. 
He may declare that he bears no Ma- 
lice, but doth freely forgive all the 
B 2 World. 
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World. He may likewife reftore his 
i1|-gotten Goods; and may give ſatis 
faction to thoſe he remembers to have 
wronged. . 
And not only fo, but for the cloſg 
of all, he may be large in his Charity 
in Reverſion; and by his laſt Will ard K 
Teſtament may bequeath a bountiful Y 
Legacy to the Poor. | 
All this may be done, and it is the 
utmoſt that can be done upon a Death- 


bed. K 


3. L<ct us now impartially examine, 
Whether all this will amount to true Re- 
pentance? Such a Repentance as ſhall 
find acceptance with a Pure and Holy 
God, 

I. Wicked Men when they come to die 
may remember their Sins. + 
But ſuch remembrance being no 
other than the exerciſe of a natural 
Faculty, is neither Repentance, nor 
any part of that Saving-work. The 
vileſt Wretches do but too much re- 
member their Sins, and pleaſe them- 
ſelves in that Carnal fatisfation they 

had in the enjoyment of them, 
But, 
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21 
But, you will tay, this is not the 


Repentance. 


Caſe. For ſuch a dying Sinner doth 
not barely remember his Sins, but he 
remembers them with Shame anc Sor. 
row, and is much troubled for the 
committing of them, Andthis Trou'ze, 
a» 1 Serrow, and Compunciion of AMzind, 
n'? hype will be accepted as true Repen- 
$nze, 
To this I anſwer. 

Such a dying Sinner is indeed very 
wuch troubled, and is under great an- 
guith and perplexity of Mind. But 
Jet us now ſtrictly examine what's the 
occaljon of all this Confſternation 2 Is 
he forry that he hath offended God, 
that he hath tranſgreſſed the Laws of 
ſo gracious a Majeſty ; This pretence 
is not probable, when we refleft up- 
on his former Converſation, He who 
made his own Will his Law, and ne- 
ver denied himfelf in any Carnal En- 
jyment; and tho? God himſelf in his 
holy Word hath <«<xpreſly declared, 
that ſuch and ſu:c9 things ought not to 
be done ; yet becauſe of forme prefent 
Pleaſure and Profit he 1s reſolved to 

B 3 CCM 


(F 


—— * 


_—_— —— 
————— 


22 Of a Death-bed | 


commit them, He who was not only 
pleaſed with his Sin, but gloried-in | * 
his Sin, and boaſted in his Sin; 'tis $ | 
wry unaccountable, that ſuch a Man 
all on the ſudden thould be rhus forry 
for his Sin. *Tis ſtrange that his Judg- 
ment andApprehenſjon of things ſhould 
be thus changed in a moment. 

For his Conviction, Vl ſuppoſe him 
to be reſtored to his former Health and }! 
Vigour, and that the former Paſſages} 
of his Life, in any inſtance, could be 
repeated. Being under ſuch pleaſing | 
Circumſtances, can he then honedly| 
and conſcientiouſly make this Fxpoe | 
ſtulation of Foſeph, How can 1 do Hhisk 
great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? 

*Tis true, the Man is now troubled; : 
but for what 2? *Tis not for his Sin, 
(which he never had any Quarrel a- 
Sainſt) but in plain terms, it is for the 
puniſhment of his Sin. / 

Heis indeed thus far troubled | 


his Sin. He is very much out of Hu 
mour that he can Sin no longer; that |}. 
he hath loſt his reliſh and inclination þ 
toit, It makes him heavy and lum- | 
x 


piſh, ; 


Repentance. 23 


7 | Ppiſh, that all his pleaſant Daysare paſs'd 
n | and gone; and that nothing now re- 
s | mains but a ſad Reckoning and Ac- 
count. Rejoyce, O young man, in thy 
' youth, and let thy heart chear thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thy beart ,and in tbe ſight of thine eyes; 
but know thou,tbat for all theſe things God 
will bring thee into judgment, *Tis this 
Fudgment, this Reckoning and Ac- 
_ that makes him quake and trem- 
ble. 

When a poor dying Wretch, who 
hath neglefted God and his Duty all 
his life long, ſhall be now convinced 
by the decays of Nature, that his Soul 
muſt immediately be torn from his 
1; Body: When he looks upward, and 
1, | there beholds a juſt Judge ready to 
| pronounce a ſad Sentence upon him : 


When he caſts his Eye downward, 
and there obſerves that place of Hor- 
xr | ror, that flaming Furnace juſt ready 
to receive him; When he now ſees 

| and conſiders theſe things, which for- 

n > merly in the days of his Vanity he had 
no leiſure to think on; and further 
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reecs, that all rhis Miſery 1s now 
70! voht vpon him by his own folly, 

rd that with a very little care and 

forecaſt It might have been prevented, 
Being UNGeT ſuch ſad Circumſtances 
's theſe, *tis biit a natural Love of a 

Aain's (elf; *ris no other than an in- 
Lance of Self-prefervation to be trou- 
bled ard perplexed. In plain terms, 
This anguith of Mind for the Happi- 
neſs that is loſt, and the Torments that 
thall be endured, is the very Worm of 
the Damned that dieth nor. And if 


ſuch Sorrow and Vexation as this Is 


true Repentance, then thoſe miſerable 


Creatures ſhall ſadly repent to all Eters: | 


nity, But, 
2. The dying Perſon ts wot only.ſ.rry 


for his Sin, but alſo makes confe eſſion of it,. 


and very bumbly begs Pardon for the [ake 
of fejus Chriſk, And will not this be 
accepted as true Repentanice ? 

I anſwer. 

We are indeed aflurcd by St 7oby, 
If we confeſs oar fins, he 1s faithful and 
Tuſt to forgive us cur fins, 1 John 1. 9. 
But what kind of Confeſſion ſhall be 
dC- 
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accepted, the Holy Scrip:uaresmuſt in- 
form us. 

In theſe Sacred Writings we are of- 
ten admonithed, that it is not an 1/- 
/fortcal Confelſ;on ; tis not a bare wc 
knotrledgment that we have done 
thus or thus ; but it is a Fenitential 
Confeſſion ſhall find acceptance, J/ 4. 
ſo confeſjeth and forſat eth h:s fin (hal! 4d 
mercy, Prov. 28.13. A ſick a a Man 
may indeed confeſs his Sins; but how 
far he can be able to forſake his Sin, 
that 1s, to amend and reform, hall 
be conſidered in its proper place. 

But you will ſay, He not only confeſ. 
ſeth, but he begs pardon for the jake of 
Feſus Chriſt ; and we have a gracious 
promiſe that at ſuch a time we ſhall 
be heard, Call upon me in the day cf trou- 
ble,1 will deliver thee ,and tho ſhalt glo- 
rity me, Pſalm. 50. 15. And cur Blcf- 
ſed Saviour hath aſlured us, Fat ſoever 
Je ſhall ask the Father in my name, be will 
give it you, John 16. 23. Now here is 
a poor languiſhing Creeture in great 
diſtreſs and trouble, and will not God 
accept himfor the ſake of Jeſus Corns 
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I anſwer ; 

All the Promiſes of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt are Teaand Amen, that is, moſt 
ſure and certain, But then you mult 
alſo know, theſe Promiſes are condi- 
tional, and the performance of them 
on God's part, doth ſuppoſe certain 
Qualifications and Conditions on our 
part. Having therefore theſe promiſes, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and Spirit, 
perfeciing bolineſs in the fear of God, 
2 Cor. 9. 1, intimatins, that unleſs we 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filthinefs, and 
do thus perfet Holineſs, we have no 
title to theſe Promiſes. 

Indeed Jeſus Chriſt hath promiſed, 
thoſe that come unto him, be will in no 
wiſe caſt them out, but will kindly re- 
ceive them, and treat them as Friends. 
Bur upon what terms he will receive 
them, and own them as Friends, he 
himfelf hath ro!d us in theſe words. 
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatſoever 1 
command you, John 15.14. And being 
made perfect, be became the Author of 
eternal Salvation unto all them that obey 
tim, Heb. 5. 9. I 
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I have now ſhewed you, that aQual 
Holineſs, or aftual Obedience (which 


Goſpel-condition of Salvation. And: 
if you can make it appear, that a Man 
who in the time of his Health was 
ſo far from the praftice of Religion, 
that he contemned and deſpiſed it, 
nay, perhaps ridiculed and burleſqu'd 
it: If, T fay, ſuch a Man when he is 
laid upon a Sick-bed, and is able to 
do-nothing elſe, can obey the Laws 
of the Goſpel, and walk in the ways 
of God's Commandments, then in- 
deed you fay ſomething ; otherwiſe 
here is, as yet, but very ſlender en- 
couragement for a Death-bed Repen- 
tance, Bur, 

3. We ſuppoſe further,7 hat the dy- | 
ing Perſon makes very ſerious and paſſio- 
wate Reſolutions of amendment of Life. [' 
And will not the Mercy of God accept [| 
theſe Reſolutions? In ſuch a Caſe will \ 
not be taks the Ifill for the Deed ? 4 

To this 1 anſwer; 

That when. Men are in a great 
fight, and. arc under.the apprehenſi- 

ons 
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ons of ſome imminent Danger,'tis then 
the moſt common thing in the World 
to make Reſolutions. What will not 
ſuch Men promiſe. if they may but 
eſcape ſuch and ſuch a Danger ! The 
Vows of Mariners and Seamen in a 
violent Storm, are a noted initance of 
ſuch Reſolutions. 

Let us now ſtrictly examine, Whe- 
ther, or how far, God will acceptſuch 
dying Reſolutions ? 

Toſtate this Mattertruly, you muſt 
obſerve, That Religion is repreſented in 
the Goſpel as our reafonable or ra- 
tional . Service, and conſequently that 
the exerciſe of it- muſt proceed from 
Judgment and Deliberation, nor from 
ſudden Heats and Paſſion. We are 
admonithed by the wiſe man, Not zo 
offer to God the ſacrifice of fools; but 
when we make a vow or promiſe to 
him, deliberately to conſider how far, 
or in what manner we can be able to 
perform It. 

Now there are Two Things to be 
confider'd in a dying Sinner's Refolu- 
tion, Sincerity and Ability, Sincerity 
in 
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1 his Intentions, and Ability in his Ex- 
ecutions, 

And fr, it is not likely that a dy- 
ing Sinrer's Intention (hould be ſincere ; 
but that he may promite what he ne- 
ver intends to perform. Such a Wretch 
who hath ſo far corrupted his Morals, 
may by the juſt Judgment of God be 
depraved in his underſtanding, and may 
vainly imagine that God is ſuch a one 
as himfelf. And becauſe he obſerves 
that frail Men have been often cheat- 
ed by him, and have really believed 
him, whilſt he made Promiſes and 
Proteſtations of what he never intend- 
ed; he is fo fooliſh as to fancy, that 
an Omniſcient God may be likewiſe 
thus impoſed on. And therefore he 
will be as large and as paſſionate in his 
Promiſes of Reformation, as the moſt 
notorious MalefaCtor ever was in hopes 
of Pardon. Whereas ſhould God reſtore 
him to his former Health and Vigour, 
he would then. bezs Looſeand Profaue, 
as Luſtful and Intemperate, as Envious 
and Malicious, as Covetous and Worldly, 
as ever he was before, We ſhould then 
quickly 
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quickly have him at his old Cant : 7he 


charms of beauty and good company are 


not to be reſiſted. God forgive me, I am 
ſo uſed to this ſwearing, I rap out an Oath 
before I think on't. And 1 am naturally 
fo paſſwnate, I ſee I cannot help it. But 
be not decerved ; God is not mocked : for 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that [hall be 
alſo reap, Gal. 6. 9. 

But ſuppoſe the dying Sinner were 
fincere, and did really intend that Re- 
formation which is now ſo folemanly 
promiſed ; lethim ſadly conſider, how 
unlikely it is he ſhould be able to per- 
form all this. 

; For his Conviction, I muſt remind 
im ; 

There are Two things neceſſary to 
all great Undertakings, Ability and 
Opportunity, 

1. As to Ability; How difficult, if 
not impoſſible, it is for a ſick and dying 
Sinner to reform his Nacure, if ever it 
hath been your own caſe, you your 
felves will be eaſily convinced. When 
2 man is oppreſſed with Pain, diſturb'd 
with Viſits, diſtrafted. with the Cla- 
mours. 
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mours of his diſſatisfied Relations : A- 
mid all this noiſe and diverſion, What 
can poſſibly be done ? what Duties can 
1 be performed ? Do but ſeriouſly think 
f upon it, and your own Arprehenſjons 
wiil excuſe my enlargement. 

But ſuppoſing he had the greateſt 
Capacity, pray, what time is now left 
him to perfeCt ſo vaſt a Work ? Evil 4 
Habits which have been long in con- 4by 
traſting, are not ſuddenly rooted out. 
FF When Luſts and Paſſions ( by being 
often indulged) are grown rampant, 
they are not eaſily mortified. A tho- 


rough Reformation is a work of time, kf 
and muſt be done ſucceſſively, and by ff 
degrees. This is fully intimated whilft f 
we are admoniſhed to go on to perfettion, | 
And to grow in grace. | 


| 

But what can that man do who is 
now a dying ? When the Sentence of Ns 
Death is paſſed upon him, and his Phy- | 
fician hath given him over? To talk | 
then of reforming his Life, when he 
| now finds he can live no longer, is 
{ ſuch an intolerable piece of weakneſs, 
as in any other inſtance would ſcarce be 
heard with patience. . Sup- 
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Suppoſe a dying Father, who had 
ruined his Family by his Extravagant 
Courſes, ſhould thus comfort his de- 
jected, impoveriſhed Children; 

Be of good chear, I am now reſolved 
to be very frugal. I'll provide for you, 
and get you a good Eſtate, 

Pray, what could be replied in ſuch 
a Caſe? 

Alas, Sir, youre a dying. You cannot 
lift your head off the Pillow. You cannot 
live till the morning. And how ſhould you 
get us an Eſtate? To tell them further, 
Ay, but 1 reſolve it, and 1 hope you be- 
lieve me : 

Such Reſolution would be but mean 
Satisfaction; and a very flender ſup- 
ply of all their Wants. 

The Application is eaſy, and pray 
make it effetually to your ſelves. In 
ſhort; Promifes and Reſolutions are 
not Performances. Nor were ever ſo 
accepted by God or Man. But you 
will ſay ; 

4. He a&ually, thus far, performs his 
Promiſes and Reſolutions, that he makes 
Reſtitution, and that inſeveral Inſtances. 
Will 


4 
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IV1] not this be accepted as true Repen- 
tance? 

To this I Anſwer, 

That as Re(ticution is a moſt neceſſa- 
ry Duty, to which all injurious Of- 
fenders are ſtritly obliged; ſo It is 
the ſureſt Expedient to ſatisfy the Con- 
ſcience, and to convince both our ſelves 
and others of the truth and ſincerity of 
our Repentance, 

* But upon a ſtrict inquiry it will ape 
pear, bow difficalt ir is for a dying 
Perſon to, make ſuch Reſtitution, 

For his. Convition I muſt remind 
him : That the word Reſtitution, in its 
Latitude, denotes Two Things. 

1. The being reconciled to the perſon 
whom we have offended. , 

2. The giving bim Stisfaftion and 
Reparation for the Damage hath been done 
bim. 

 Toexplain this further, we are to 
obſerve; That in Sins againſt the Se. 
cond Table, there is not only an A& 


of Diſobedience towards God, but al-- 


ſo of affront and injury againſt our 
Brother. And he who truly repents, 
1n 
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in both theſe inſtances will cancel 
and undo, and take away his Sin as 
far as poſlible. 

Let us now examine, how far both 
- theſe can be done by a dying Perſon, 

1. The dying Sinner pretends to be 
reconciled to thoſe whom he hath of- 
fended © He declares, He is very ſor. 
« ry forthe envy and hatred, the ran- 
&* cour and malice he hath been guilty 
© of; And affures his Neighbour he is 
« now very real, and defires that what 
« is paſt,may be forgiven and forgotten 
« mutually on both ſides, He is heartily 
* troubled that he hath ever done him 
* any wrong, and deſires him to forgive 
& him; and withal aſſures him, that 
« hehimſelf doth now forgive him and 
© all the World, as he expects to be 
& forgiven for Chriſt's ſake. 

All this is plauſible and ſeemingly 
pious. Bat let me thus expoſtulate 
with this dying Sinner. 

You ſay, you are now ſorry for the 
Wrongs and [njurizs you have done to 
ſuch and ſuch Perſons. Letme ask you 

this ſhore Queſtion. 
| Are 
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Are you now able to affront them 
any longer ? Is it in your power to do 
them further miſchief? Is not your 
Malice now bridled, is not your Ran- 
cour limited and reſtrained ? 

For your Conviction pray reſolve 
mez 

You ſay, you do now forgive. But 
were you thus ready to forgive in the 
days of your Health and Vigour2 Did 
not you then, on all occaſions, expreſs 
your reſentments to the utmoſt ? Did 
not you then gratify your Spleen, and 
take the pleaſure of Revenge when it 
lay in your power ? What reaſon is 
there now to believe you, whilſt you 
proteſt you do forgive him 2 | 

You ſay, you forgive him, becauſe 
you do not hurt him. You do not 
hurt him, becauſe you cannot. 

Again, You ſay, you forgive him. 
But what hypocriſy is this, to pretend 
to forgive, when you have had your 
Revenge already, and that to the ut- 
moſt, at leaſt as far, as your own 
ſafety, and reſpe@t to the Laws would 
permit you to take it. N 

if 
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Ill explain this further to you, in 
this following Caſe. 

An inſulting Mabomeran confines his 
poor innocent Chriſtian Siave in a noy- 
ſome Dungeon, where with bad Air, 
and worſe uſage, the poor Man's 

eart is broke. And being told, that 
he is dying, he pretends to be merci. 
ful, and gives order for his releaſe. But 
what a cheat is this, to ſav he doth re. 
leaſe him, when he can keep him no 
longer? God hath releaſed him, For in 
the Grave, the weary bz at ret. There 
the priſoners reſt together, they bear not 
the voice of the oppre//or, Job 3.17,18. 

By the light of this example you 
will 'eafily underſtand the value and 
acceptance of a Death-bed forgiveneſs. 

And juſt at the ſame rate, 

2. The dying Sinner makes Repa- 
ration and Satisfaction. 

&« He is convinced that he hath inj1- 
* red ſucha Man,having wronged him 
* in his Dealings to ſich a value ; And 
& js now not only ſorry for the injury, 
« butis alſo ready to make him ſarisfa- 
« Qion. And is not this ſufficient evidence 
«* of ihe ſincerity of bis Repentance ? Al 
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Anſwer ; 

It is indeed very pleaſing to God, 
that thoſe who have- been wronged by 
you, ſhould receive ſatisfaction for the 
Wrongs you have done them. And if 
this Reparation is not made by you in 
Perſon, it muſt then be made by your 
Heirs in Reverſion. But withal you 
muſt be reminded ; that though what 
is paid and ſatisfied by your Heirs,may 
in the ſenſe of the Law be called your 
payment ; yet I much queſtion, whe- 
ther in the ſight of God It will be fo 
accepted. 

For to ſtate the Caſe fairly. 

You are now ready to part with 
your Eſtate, and to diſtribute it in pro- 
portion to thoſe you have wronged. 
But, pray, who thanks you for this; 
To bequeath your Eſtate when you 
can keep it no longer ? Thou fool, thes 
#ight thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee : 
then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which thou 
haſt provided? Luke 12. 20. That 1s, 
they are then none of thine. So that 
Satisfaftion in Reverſion is not thine, 
but thy Heirs. And he who thus 
makes 
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makes Reſtitution, he only pays his 
old Scores, by drawing a Bill upon his 
Executors. 

I have now diſtinAtly examin'd what 
it is that a dying Sinner can be able to 
perform in order to Repentance. As 
alſo what ſmall hope there is, that 
ſuch kind of Repentance ſhould be ac- 
cepted by a pure and holy God. 

A man may remember his Sins; He 
may be ſorry for his Sins ; He may confeſs 
hu Sins; He may beg Pardon for hs Sins, 
with firm Roſolutions of Amendment ; 
nay, He may make attual Reſtitution to 
thoſe be bath wrong d, and yet may be 
rejected, 

But you will ſay. 

This is very harſh and uncomforta- 
ble DoQtrine; and we can ſcarce think 
that you your ſelf will be ſo ſevere and 
ill-natur*d, as to practiſe accordingly. 
When you viſit Sick-beds, and hear a 
poor Dying Creature to lament his 
Sins with Tears, and moſt earneſtly 
beg Pardon for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt : When you obſerve how paſ- 
ſionately he reſolves, That if God - 

ut 


Repentance. 39 


but ſpare him, bel become a new man, 
and never more be guilty of ſuch extra- 
Vagance : 

What do you ſay or doin ſuch a 
Caſe? Nay, whatmuſft ſuch a wicked 
man do. who having lived a vicious 
Life, ſhall thus happen to be ſurprized 
by Death 2? 

Dare you be ſo uncharitable as to 
paſs the Decree upon him, and ſay, 
That he is paſt hope: There's no remedy, 
but be is certainly damned ? 

4 Anſwer ; 

I dare not preſume to limit the Holy 
One, whoſe Mercies are Infinite, In 
ſuch a Caſe I will not cenſure, but 
admoniſh and inſtruct. I will exhort 
the dying Sinner to remember his Sins; 
to bewail his Sins; to beg Pardon 
for his Sins; to make firm Reſolutions 
of Amendment; and where there is 
occaſion, to make Reſtitution. And 
having prayed earneſtly for him, and 
commended him to God's Mercy, Do 


I then ſay, Such a one ſhall be damned? © 


No ; Idare not. But do 1 ſay be ſhall be 
ſaved? No, 1 cannot. What then - 
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I reſolve 2 What dol determine in 
this matter ? I will be ſilent, and de- 
termine nothing. For as I dare not 
flatter him into a falſe and groundleſs 
Preſumption, ſo neither would I fink 
him into the horror of Deſpair. I ay, 
TT will determine nothing ; '1 will judge 
nothing before the time, All that I can 
do, in this dark, intricate Caſe, is to 
« commend him to the Extraordinary 
&* Mercy of God, to which we muſt leave 
& ſome great Caſes, not knowing what to 
« Judge of them our (elves. Poſſibly,God, 
« whowill have mercy on whom he 
* will have mercy, may pleaſe tolet this 
* Dying Sinner be a ſignal Example of 
« bis Vulimited Power and Prerogatzve, 
& to ſave beyond all ordinary Rules. 
Whether it may be thus, or thus, 
dare not determine. What God can 
do, ex plenitudine Poteſtates, or by his 
Prerogative, is not for us to diſpute. 
However, I muſt be ſo faithful to my 
Office, as to admoniſh this dying Sin- 
ner, That the Goſpel, by the Laws 
of which we mult be judged, doth Ex- 


preſly declare, That aftual Rn, 
an 
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and aftual Obedience, are the neceſſar y 
Conditions of Saiuvation, When there. 
fore a man hath been vicious and ex- 
travagant all his Life long, if God 
ak | doth accept his dying Reſolutions, tis 
more than he hath promiſed. And 'tis 


A more than he hath given us Authority 
oh to:Preach and Declare. 

"_ But are we not rold in the Goſpel 
ou That the Laborers were rewarded who 
_ came ituto the Vineyard at the Eleventb 


to | Howr © And that tbe Thief upon the ©.roſs 
was received into Paradiſe ? And are 
he | not theſe Tav Examples ſufficient for 
i; | 4 Death bed Repentance ? 
of I Anſwer : 
*Tis very deplorable, what flight, 
trifling Pretences, what thin, fig-leaf 
1 {| Excuſes ſome men will make for the 
a negleft of their Dory. As, in parti- 


: cular, may appear by a firit Exami- 
- nation of theſe Two Inſtances. 

ny 
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I. Of the Laborers in the Vingard. 


T H I'S being a Parable, is to be in- 
terpreted as all other Parabl 
ought to. be. | TE 
*Tis aRule among the Schbolmes, 
Theologia Symbolica non eſt Angumentes 
tiva; that is, Argumentsare not t6 be 
drawn from the particular Circum- 
ſtances of Parables, but only from the 
chief Scope and Deſign of them +: © | 
Now when you have obſerved the 
Scope and Delign of this Parable, 
(which you read, Matth. 20.) you will 
then cafily be convinced, what ſlender 
encouragement it gives for a Death- 
bed Repentance. - ' 
The Story 18 this : 

« AMaſter ofaFamily hires a Com- 

* pany of Workmen to dig in hisVine- 
* yard, Some he hires carly in the 
* Morning, and bargains to give them 
* aPennyadayfor their Labour. About 
* the Third hour, ( which anſwers to 
** our Nire in the Morning) as alſo at 
** the Sixth hour, (which is our Twelve 
at 
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This is the Parable. The Interpre- 
tation of which, the meaneft Capacity 
will thus eaſily comprehend. 

Almighty God, the great Houſhol- 
der, calls ſeveral Labourers, both Fews 
and Gentiles, into his Vineyard, the 
Church. At ſeveral hours of the Day, 
that is, in different Ages of the World, 
and at ſeveral times of mens Lives. 
Thoſe who came in at the Eleventh 
hour, that is, in the declining part of 
their Lives, they had their reward of 
Glory, as well as thoſe who came in 
at the firſt. 

From . which Parable ſome Perſons 
have made this Inference. 

That tho? a Man may have loiter'd 
all the Day, and waſted the time of 
his Life-in Sin and Vanity, yet if he 
comes 7n at the Eleventh hour, that is, 
if he Repents, and is for his Sin 
at his Death, God will then both ac- 
cept and reward him. 

But this is a very groſs and fatal 
miſtake, and it is the greateſt Charity 


to make Men ſenſible of it. 


Now 
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| Now in order tq. &ych Mens Convi- 
(tion, I ſhall deſire them to contider, 

7, They who came in at the E/c. 
venth hour, they came in and wor k'd 
as ſoon as they were cated. Had they 
beeil called ſooner, they would have 
work'd ſooner. bad they been Called 
at the XNizzh hour, they would hare 
work* from the Ninth hour, Had they 
been cailed at the S:xth hour, they 
would have work'd from the Sixth 
hour. Had they been called early in 
the Morning, they would have work'd 
from that time, This being the very 
re2/on they gave for their Idleneſs, viz. 
No man: bath hired us. 

But what is this to the Caſe of a 
dying Sinner now under the Goſpel ? 
Who was called upon, and invited to 
work, not only at the Elzventh hour, 
or at the Ninth hour, or at the Sixth 
hour, but early in the Morning, even 
in the very beginning of his Life ; 
from his Childhood, in the dawning 
of the Day, he was called to this 
State of Salvation, But he obſtinately 
refuſed to work, and reſifted the ma- 
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ny Calls and InWft#tions of God, and 
ſighted the Warnings and Admoniti- 
ons of his Miniſters. He waſted his 
Time, and ſquander'd his Days in 
Idleneſs and Luxury ; and: being now 
come to the period of his Life, he 
only begs pardon for not working, 
| ſay, What pretence of comfort can 
he frame from this Parable, that God 
* will reward him only for W:iſhings and 
TFouldings at the laſt Gaſp? Bur, 

2. Thoſe Labourers who came in- 
to the Vineyard at the Eleventh hour, 
tho? indeed they came in late, yet 
they work'd one hour, and they con- 
tinued labouring to the cloſe of the 
Day. But had they ftaid to the Twe/fth 
hour, when working was over, and 
ſhould thus make their Confeſſion to 
the Steward: Sir, "tis true, you hired 
us in the Morning, (n1 we promiſed you 
to come and work, Rut ſo it happens, we 
hine been id!ing, and loitering, and diver- 
ting our ſelves all the Day However we 
are now ſorry for it, and bope you will 
pa[s it by, and give us our Wages amongſt 
the r:ft, 


Pray, 
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Pray, what anſwer would he make 
to ſuch Men as thſe ? 

This is the very Caſe of a Death. 
bed Repentance. For the dying Sin- 
ner doth not ſo much as come zz at 
the Eleventh hour, bur ſtays till the 
Twelfth; till Night cometh, when ns 
man can work, He hath becn trifling 
and loitering, revelling and careſling 
all the time of his Life, and now cx. 
petts at his Death chat God ſhould re- 
ward him becauſe the Labourers in 
the Vineyard, who came not in till 
the Eleventh hour, did receive their 
Wages equal with the firſt, Bur, I 
ſay, how great a cheat he puts upon 
himſelf in this compariſon, will eaſily 
appear ' rom theſe premiſes to any 
conlidering Perſon, 

"Tis true, Thoſe who came in at the 
Elzventh hour they had their Wages, 
for they did work one hour, Butwhat 
then? Therefore thoſe ſhall be reward- 
ed who did not work at all. This ts 
indeed the noted Logick of a dying 
Sinner. Butthe Inference is too trifling 


to deferve a Confutation, 
C 4g The 
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The Second Inſtance commonly ur- 
ged in fayour of a Death-ted Repen- 
rance, 1s 


T he T bief uponthe Croſs, 


Y OU read his Story, Luke 23, 
from Verſe 39. © Our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour being crucified between ewo 

* Thieves, Oxe of them railed on bim, 
« ſaying, if thox be Chriſt, [ave thy ſelf 
* andus. As if he had ſaid, If thou 
** art what thou pretendeſt to be, 2 
* Chriſ, a Savioxr, if thou art not a 
«© Cheat and Impoſtor, ſave thy ſelf and 
* us, But thevthber anſwering, rebuked 
* bim, ſaying, Doſe not thou fear Ged, 
o ſeeing thou art in the ſame Condenmati. 
* on? And we indeed juſtly, that is, we 
* were juſtly condemned, and we juſt. 
ly now ſuffer the Sentence of our 
Condemnation. For we receive tve 
«* due reward of our Deeds; bu: this Man 


an Innocent Perſcn whom the Jews 
* and Romans do thus barbaroufly Aur. 
i* ther. .,d he ſatl nnto Tefus, þ Lind, 


"BE © 


hath done nothing amiſs, that is, he is. 
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« remember me when thou comeſt into thy 
** Kingdom. As if he had faid, Tho? 
* theſe contemn and revile thee as 
** mean and deſpicable, yet I acknow- 


* ledge thee to be a Great Lord, and 


* that thou haſt a Kingdom to dif- 
** poſe on, And Feſus ſaid unto him, 
* Verily, I ſay unto thee, To day ſhais 
* thou be with me in paradiſe ; that is, 
« immediately after thy Death thou 
* ſhalt go to a place of Happineſs, 
* and there abide with me,as #Mem- 
* ber of that my Kingdom which thou 
* now askeſt for. 
This is the Story of the Thief uperr the 
Croſs. 
From whoſe Example, Carnal, Li- 
centious Perfons do thus encourage 
themſelves in their extravagant Pra- 
Qices. 
* We are fully convinced of the ne- 
« celfity of Repentance. And we > 


« as fully refolve, ſome timeor other,, 


* to Repent. But why ſhould we be 
* ſo forwerd' to diflyfb cur Pleaſures, 
* and negle@ our Bulineſs as: to do it 


& zow, ſince we may Repent hereafter 
C 5 cc 2T 
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at better leiſure? And tho' we ſhould 
be ſo far diverted, as not to Repent 
till our Death, yet we have here an 
encouraging Example we ſhall then 
be accepted. This Thief had been 
very notorious and extravagant, an 
Offender of the firſt Rate; and yet 
when he calls for Mercy, tho” it was 
with his laſt Breath, his, Lord, 7e- 
member me when thou comeſt into thy 
Kingdom, was comfortably anſwered 
with a 7bis day thon ſbalt be with me 
in paradiſe. And therefore, tho? the 
greateſt part of our Lives, like this 
Thief's, may have been ſpent in Sin 
and Vanity, yet if we can but fay, 
Lord have mercy upon us, with our 
laſt Breath, we ſhall likewiſe be ac- 
cepted. 
To this I 
Anſwer :. 

T I S adangerous thing to pre- 

fume. on God's Mercy. And 


ſo provoking is ſuch preſumption, that 
if the bare faying of theſe words, Lord 
bave mercy upon me, would fave thy 
Soul; it may ſa happen, through the 
juſt #,: 


| 
| 
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juſt Judgigpt of God, thou mayſt not 
be able to dd it, 

Thou mayeſt dye ſuddenly, or thou 
mayeſt dye ſtupid, or raving-mad. 

Burt ſuppoſe thou haſt both Breath, 
and the uſe of thy Reaſon to ſay theſe 
words, here is very ſlender encourage- 
ment from the Example of this Thief, 
that a dying Sinner, who never re- 
pented till his Death, ſhal} then find 
Mercy. 

For to prove the Validity of a Death- 
bed Repentance, from the Example of 
this Thief, Two things are ſuppoſed. 

I. That this Thief was avery wicked 

Max. 

2 That he continged in his Sin, and 
did not repent till the time of bis 
Death. 

Now, ifneither of theſe Two can he 
proved, then the Craſe of this Thief 
is not parallel, nor a firm foundation 
for the Validity of a Death bed Repen- 
tance. 

3. It doth not appear, That this 
Thief was a very wicked Man. 


Fc 
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He is called indeed a Whief, ard 
dies as a Malefactor. Bu; now, a good 
Man, and whois ſo in the general 
Courſe of his Life, may by ſurpriſe, 
and the violence of a Termptation, be 
guilty of a very bad Action, of which 
he afterwards doth fincerely Repent. 
The very Caſe of David ard Feter. 
But further he is called indeed a Thref 
inour Tranſlation ; ans, in the Greek, 
Latro in the Latin. But what theſe 
words do properly ſignify, we muſt 
further examine. 

It was the Charatter of Barabbas 
that he was ancig, a Robber. So we 
Tranſlate it, Fobn 18. 46. But what 
kind of Perſon he was, may be inferrd 
from ther places of Scripture. 

Ir is faid of this Barabbas, That for 
a cert9;n ſeiition made in the city, and for 
murther he was caſt into priſon, Luke 23. 

19, And St, Mark tells us, Chap.15. 
Ver. 7 There was one named Barabbas, 
which Ly bound with them, who had made 
injurrettion with him, that is, at bis In» 
fiigation and Procurement, He was, 
it's probable, the Ringleader and 
Cape 


53: 
The which 
confeure is further confirm*d by the 
Rory of this Barabbas in St Matth.29. 
16. They (that is,the Fews) had then a 
notable priſoner called Barabbas ; Nowoy 


 Repentance. 
Captain of the Rebels. 


8Honwey., Now the word &jonuer, lig- 
fies'an Eminent Perſon, a Man of Note 
and Luality. 

Fhis Barabbas then was the Head of 
the Party. Who as Zcalots for their 
Nation and Religion, had made a ri- 
ling againſt the Romans ; in which at- 
tempt being unſucceſsful, they were 
punifted as Malefacors. And yet this, 
Barathas, tho* the Captain-General of 
a Perty, is called, angie. Latro, a Thief. 

And in Contirmation of this, I 
muſt further obſerve to yeu, That 
the word Latro, which is now a term 
of lencmiry and Reproach.. and is 
uſually tranſlated, a Thief, or a Rob- 
ber; did anciently ſignify no more, 
as the beſt Authors inform us, than 
a hired Soaldier. And Latrorinart pro 
Militare is noted Language in F/autns. 

So that this penitent Thief, as great 


a Mylefactor as he is ulually foppoſed, 
was: 
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was no worſe (for ought we know to 
the contrary) than a Souldier, who 
hapning to be on the wrong ſide, was 
puniſhed as a Malefactor. 

But now ſuppoſing, 

2. That this Thief had been a very 
wicked Man; (which is more than 
was ever yet proved againſt him) yet, 
How do we know that he did not Repent 
even long before he died? And iffo, if 
he had formerly repented, then his 
Caſe is nothing to the purpoſe, nor 
can his Example , with any ſhew of 
reaſon be urged in tavour of a Death- 
bed Repentance. 

But ſuppoſing, 

3. That this Thief was, 1. A very 
wicked 1an, not a Souldier,as the word 
may be rendred, but a Thief, and a 
Robber, in the ſtricteſt Senſe. And 
ſuppoſing, 2. That be did not Repent 
gill bis Death, Yet I ſhall ſhew, ex 
abundanti, that his Example ought not 
to be urged in favour of a Death-bed 
Repentance, As will more ſully ap- 
pear by examining the Circumſtances 
of this Thief's Converſion, 
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r. *Tis poſſible he never heard of 
Chriſt till his Crucifixion. 

If he was a Gentile, and not a Few, 
tis highly probable he never did. For 
Chriſt, at firſt, was no: ſent. but to the 
loft ſheep of the houſe of 1jrael. And the 
Commilſion, Go, teach all Nations, 
was not enlarged till the day of his 
Aſcention. If this was his Caſe, How 
could he believe on bim, of whom he had 
not beard? So that on this Suppoſition, 
no other than a Death-bed Repentance 
was poſſible to this Thief. . 

2. Suppoſing he had heard of Chriſt, 
and that he was informed by common 
Fame, that there was a Man called 
Feſns, who had done great Miracles: 
And that ſeveral had this opinion of 
him, That he was the Meſias, whom 
God had promiſed to ſend .into the 
World: Yet all this was but general 
and confuſed knowledge. 

He had indeed heard of Chriſt, and 
and the ſeveralPafſages concerning him, 
But ſuch was the Courſe of Lite this, 
Thief is ſuppoſed to have led, that 


he had no great curioſity to inquire 
oVer- 
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over-(trialy into fuch matters. But 
when it ſo happened that he was ap- 
prekended for Robbery, and' condem- 
ned to dye at the fame time with Chriſt; 
this in all probability made him curi- 
ous to inquire after him, and to learn 
all the Circumſtances of his Apprehen. 
fton, Tryal, and Behaviour. From 
whence he obſerved ſo much as con- 
vinced him, thathe was the true Meſ- 
fiasr. And fo he believed on him, and 
Salvation by him. I 

But. what encouragement is this to 
thee, © preſuming Chriſtian ! who was 
baptized into Chriſt, and diftinly in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
even from thy Child-hood ? 

Had this Thief, as thou art, been. 
early admitred into the Church ; had 
he then been inſtrufted in his Duty, 
and conflartly admoniſhed to conti-= 
nue in it: And if aiter ſuch Admiſ= 
fion, ſuch InſtrauQtions and Exhorta- 
tions, had he ſtill live& upon the Pad, 
ard ſpent his time in Roving and 
R-bbing, in Luxury and Injuſtice ; 
and had rejeted the Warnings and 
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Admonitions of his Teachers. Had 
this been his Caſe, we have then the 
juſteſt reaſon to pronounce, Thut a 
ſhort Ejaculation at his Death would 
not have bcen accepted ; and his Zord 
renieniber me, would have been rejeed 
with a Depart from me, 1 Rhow thee not, 
thou worker of [niquity. But, 

3. The Cale of this Thief was miracu- 
lous andextracrdinary. And that whe- 
ther we coni;der the Penitent, or the 
Grace of God in pardoning, 

x. As to the Thict; probably he 
had lived in great Ignorance, and ne- 
ver had the means, of Grace till now, 
And therefore to profeſs his Faith in 
Chriſt, when he ſaw him hanging up 
on the Croſs, was very (ignal and ex- 
traordinary. 

He confeſſed Chriſt when his own 
Diſciples fled from him, and when Perer 
himfelf denied” him.' Nay, fo great 
was the Scandal of the Crols, that all. 
Men then forſook him, and loſt their 
Faith in him, and hed no further hope 
ot Help and Sa]vation trom him, 


Now 
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Now to confeſs and own him at 
ſuch a time as this, was ſo pleafing 
and acceptable to our Saviour, that he 
makes him a ſignal Inſtance of his 
Grace and Favour. | 

2. It was very agreeable to the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to do 
fomething extraordinary on ſuch a 
ſolemn Occaſion as this. Thereby to 
ſrgnalize the Efficacy of our Saviour*s 
Mediatorſhip, and that at ſuch a 
time, when the Dignity and Glory of- 
his Perſon was moſt clouded and ob- | 
ſcured, 

From theſe Premiſes it appears, 
That this Inſtance of the Thief upon 
the Croſs, was miraculous and extra- 
ordinary, And -we have-: a known 
Rule, Extraordinaria non deben: efje Ex- 
empla,” Extraordinary Caſes are no 
Rule for praQice. 

The Iſraelites had Manna ſhowred 
down from Heaven. Wil you there- 
fore leave your Husbandry and” ex- 
pet your Bread from the Clouds? 

Will. you adventure to leap into 


the Sea, becauſe you read. that Fonah 
was 
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was ſaved from thence ? Look upon 
this Thief as a Fozah in the Sea; A 
Miracle of Grace ; a Prodigy of Pro- 
vidence. 

A King in his Progrefs paſting by 
the Place of Execution, as an Inſtance 
of his Royal Favour, pardons a Thief 
with the Rope about his Neck; Dare 
you therefore be encouraged to play 
the Thief, in hopes of ſuch a ſtrange 
and unuſual Pardon ? ; 

And if you dare not thus venture 
your Life, your Temporal Concern 
dare you hazard your Soul, your Eter- 
nal Concern ? 


To conclude. 

Our bleſſed Saviour in pardoning 
this Thief, in ſuch an extraordinary 
manner, hath ſhewed us what he car 
do, that none may Deſpair. But he 
hath likewiſe declared in his Holy 
Word what he ordinarily wel! do,that 
none may ' preſume, He hath plamly 
told us,? bat without holineſs no man ſhatl 
ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14 And that e- 


very one ſha.l reegive the things done in his 
Body, 
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Body,accordiiig 15 that be hath done whe- 
ther it be gecd cr bad, 2 Cor.5.10. 


| — mn. OO 


—_— 


The CLOSE. 


Have nov. faithfully repreſented 

the Uncertainty and i2anger of a 
Death bed Repentance. Arc have plaine 
Iy adinoniſhed you, Thet it y5cu necg- 
let to Repent now, and Gefer this 
neceſſary Work to you know not 
when hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe 
to fear you will zever Repent, For, 
either you may be prevented by a 
ſudden ſtroke, and ſo your Repentance 
is impoſſible ; or elſe diſturbed with 
the Pains and Tortures of a languiſh. 
ing Bed. Which indeed may diſtratt 
you with Remorſe and Anguith, with 
Horror and Deſpair ; but it is much to 
be feared without true Repentance, 

I do much hope (and do earneſtly 
pray ) that what I have now ſaid on 
this Subjeft, may make its due Im- 
preſſion upon you. But the more ef- 
fectually to perſuade you, give me 
leave 
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leave to enforce my Admonitions, 
with the noted words of a truly Great 
and Good Man, now with God. 


w E T no Man deceive yon with 
# vain Words, or with falſe No- 
*« tions of a flight and ſudden Repen- 
* tance. Donot delude your ſelves 
* with vain hopes, that this Work may 
* be done at any time, and in an in- 
* ſtant; and that if you can but faſhi- 
* on your laſt breath into Lord bave 
.* mercy upox me, this will prevail with 
« God, and make Atonement for the 
* long Courſe of a wicked and ſinful 
® Life. 

* What ſtrange thoughts have Men 
* of God and Heaven 2 As if Heaven 
i were an Hoſpital, founded on pur. 
* poſe to receive all ſick and maimed 
*« Perſons; that when they can live 
* no longer to the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
* and ſinful Pleaſures of this World, 
* can but put upa cold and formal 
** Petition to be admitted there. 

* No, no, as ſure as God is true, 
* they ſhall never ſee the Kingdom A, 
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« God, who inſtead of ſeeking it in 
*« ths firſt place, make it their laſt Re- 
« fuge and Retreat. And when they 
« find themſelves under the Sentence 
& of Death and Damoation, only to 
© avoid. prefent Execution, and fince 
« there is no other remedy, do at laſt 
berhink themſelves of getting to 
« Heaven, and fall upon their Knees, 
« to Petition the Great Fudge of the 
* World, that they may be tranſported 
© thither. 

. * Can any Man .in reaſon expect 
* that ſucha Petition will begranted ? 
« 1 tell you nay ; but except you repent 
« ſooner, and at a fitter time, and after 
< a better faſhion, you ſhall certainly pe- 
* riſh. As much as God deſires the 
« Salvation of Men, he will not proſti. 
* tute Heaven, and ſet the Gates of it 
« wide open to thoſe, who only fly to 
{© it in extremity, but never ſought it 
« in good earneſt, nor indeed do now 
care for it, ordefire it for any other 
reaſon, but to excuſe them from 
*« going to Hell. They have no value 
-<*for Heaven, b&auſe they are n- Fo 
| wiſe 
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wiſe fit for it, But yet they think 


* 'Hell to be the-' worſe place of +the 
two, | 


« [ am afraid this is the true Inter- 


pretation of many a Man's Repen- 


tance, who hath deferred it till he 
comes to dye. Idonot ſpeak thisto 
diſcourage. Repentance even at that 
time, I deny not the poſſibility of 


* the thing. But ta ſpeak the beſt of 


it, it is a very-dangerous Remedy. 
For, alas, how, unfit are moſt Men 
at (uch a time for {o great and ſeri - 
ous a Work as Repentance is, . when 
they are unfit forthe ſmalleſt matter, 
and how hard is it for any Man then 
to be aflured of the trath and reality 
of his Repentance, when there is no 
ſufficient opportunity to make trial 
of the ſincerity of it ? I deſire to have 
as large apprehenſions of the Mercy 
of God asany man. But withal, I 
am very ſure that he is thehardeſt to 
be impoſed upon, of any one in the 
World. And no Man that hath any 
worthy apprehenſions of the Deity 


* can imagine him to be fo eaſy, as to 


« for- 
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* forgive Men upon the laſt Word and 
* 'fnrimation of rhieir-'Minds ;' and to 
« have ſuch a fondneſs for Oifenders 
« as would reflet-upon the Prudence 
* of any Magiftrateand args up- 
& oh Earth. 


* God grantthat Pmol "YM 
'& yourtd live a Holy anid Virtuons Tife ; 
& and-may bave the comfort of that when 
« 7 come Wes die. = that I may never be 
- «i unwiſe, #5 %0"Vewtture py fs oy des 
44,0 TO pon « Death-bed 
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" Fid. Archbiſhop” Tillorfox's Ser. on Eccleſ 
12. 1. and Ser, on Heb. 3. 13. 


